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Good evening everyone.  

My name is Tina Park and I’m a co-founder and executive director of the 

Canadian Centre for the Responsibility to Protect.  

I am delighted to welcome you to our panel discussion tonight on the Syrian 

refugee crisis and policy options for Canada. I’d also like to take a moment to 

thank Joudy for all her hard work in organizing tonight’s event. 

Based at the Munk School of Global Affairs here at the University of Toronto, the 

Canadian Centre for R2P is a non-partisan and non-profit research institute 

dedicated to the study and advocacy of the Responsibility to Protect principle.  

Tonight’s panel discussion is the final segment of our R2P at Crossroads campaign, 

as we contemplate the past, present and future of this emerging norm. This year 

marks the 10
th
 anniversary of the 2005 World Summit Outcome, when 150 heads 

of state and government unanimously adopted the R2P principle. 

Responsibility to Protect maintains that when a sovereign state is unwilling or 

unable to protect its people from genocide, war crimes, crimes against 

humanity and ethnic cleansing, the international community has the responsibility 

to do so.   

 



R2P is a proud Canadian intellectual legacy, coined under the sponsorship of the 

Canadian government back in 2001. R2P has come a long way since its inception 

and its adoption in 2005, but as we look around the world today, we are confronted 

with so many crises that challenge our common humanity.  

Most notably, the global paralysis on the Syrian crisis has contributed to the deaths 

of over 200,000 Syrian people and millions of refugees.  

At the Canadian Centre for R2P, we believe that the speed, magnitude and brutality 

of the Syrian crisis call for our compassion and our collective responsibility.  

The Canadian government has announced a plan to welcome 25,000 refugees by 

the end of next February. In a world dominated by xenophobia and fear, Canada 

stands out as a society where generations of refugees and new immigrants have not 

only settled but have actually flourished so admirably. At this critical juncture in 

history, we believe Canada is in a unique position to show the world that diversity 

is indeed our strength.  

Tonight’s panel features some stellar practitioners who have been at the forefront 

of promoting global humanitarianism. We look forward to hearing their insights on 

many difficult questions as we grapple with the seminal humanitarian challenge of 

our time.  

Now I will turn it over to __________________ from _________ to say a few 

words of welcome. Thank you very much for joining our conversation today.  


