
MEDIA ADVISORY 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE from the UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
21 MARCH 2016 

Canadian Centre for the Responsibility to Protect Inaugural Annual Public Lecture at the 
University of Toronto  

TORONTO, ON –At 12PM on March 21, in the Upper Library at Massey College at 4 
Devonshire Place, please join the Canadian Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (CCR2P) in 
our inaugural annual public lecture by Dr. Ramesh Thakur., entitled “Revisiting the Shift from 
Humanitarian Intervention to R2P Fifteen Years On: Cosmetic or Substantial?” 

Tickets are available on a first-come, first-served basis, as seating is limited. A light sandwich 
lunch and beverages will be served. Please register at https://ccr2plecture.eventbrite.ca. 

In 1999, supporters of NATO’s war on Serbia in Kosovo claimed there was an emerging new 
norm of “humanitarian intervention.” In the wake of the intense global controversy generated by 
this, in 2001 an international commission recommended acceptance of “the responsibility to 
protect” (R2P) as key to forging a new consensus. 

"Since its birth, the UN General Assembly has hosted a formal debate, adopted a resolution, and 
convened six annual informal dialogues on R2P. The UN Security Council has adopted more 
than 30 resolutions and held an Arria formula meeting on the R2P. The Human Rights Council 
has included the principle in 14 resolutions, covering both thematic and country-specific topics. 
At the regional level, the African Union and the European Union have actively supported 
operationalization of R2P. Our lecture will examine the future of R2P, and some of the new 
challenges that we must tackle for successful political implementation." 

This public lecture is brought to you by the Canadian Centre for the Responsibility to Protect 
(http://www.ccr2p.org). This event is co-sponsored by the Bill Graham Centre for Contemporary 
International History and Massey College. 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER  

Professor Ramesh Thakur is Director of the Centre for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 
Disarmament (CNND) in the Crawford School, The Australian National University and co-
Convenor of the Asia-Pacific Leadership Network for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 
Disarmament (APLN). He was Vice Rector and Senior Vice Rector of the United Nations 
University (and Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations) from 1998–2007. Educated 
in India and Canada, he was a Professor of International Relations at the University of Otago in 
New Zealand and Professor and Head of the Peace Research Centre at the Australian National 
University, during which time he was also a consultant/adviser to the Australian and New 
Zealand governments on arms control, disarmament and international security issues. 

https://ccr2plecture.eventbrite.ca
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He was a Commissioner and one of the principal authors of The Responsibility to Protect (2001), 
and Senior Adviser on Reforms and Principal Writer of the United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan’s second reform report (2002). He was a Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Waterloo (2007–11), Distinguished Fellow of the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation (2007–10) and Foundation Director of the Balsillie School of 
International affairs in Waterloo, Ontario. 

ABOUT RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT 

The Responsibility to Protect, also referred to as RtoP or R2P, is an international principle coined 
in 2001 under the leadership of the Canadian government and later adopted at the 2005 World 
Summit by 150 heads of government. R2P states that when sovereign states are unable or 
unwilling to fulfill their responsibility to protect their own populations from mass atrocities such 
as genocide, ethnic cleansing, crimes against humanity and war crimes, the international 
community has the responsibility to do so.  

ABOUT THE HOST: 

The Canadian Centre for R2P, based at Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto, is 
a leading Canadian, non-partisan and non-profit research organization which aims to promote 
scholarly engagement and political implementation of the R2P principle.  (www.ccr2p.org)  

• Media registration is available for all of our on-site events.  
• Media are required to present proper identification for accreditation.  
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Co-Directors of Media Relations & Communications  
Canadian Centre for the Responsibility to Protect  
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